AP Biology

General Disclosure 2016-2017
Contact Info:  byrds@ogdensd.org
801-737-8719
Office Hours:  7:20-7:45; 2:35-3:20

Textbook and Resources:  
Biology 9th ed. By Campbell, Reece, & Mitchell, Benjamin/Cummings Publishing, 2005.
http://apcentral.collegeboard.com/ 
https://ogdensd.instructure.com/ (Canvas page)
Course Overview:
AP Biology is a year-long course which is graded on a 5 point scale that is designed to be taken by students after the successful completion of both high school biology and chemistry. AP Biology includes those topics regularly covered in a college introductory biology course and differs significantly from the standards-based, high school biology course with respect to the kind of textbook used, the range and depth of topics covered, the kind of laboratory work performed by students, and the time and effort required of the students. The textbook used by AP Biology is also used by college biology majors and the kinds of labs done by AP students are equivalent to those done by college students. 
The primary emphasis of the course is on developing an understanding of concepts, a grasp of science as a process rather than as an accumulation of facts, personal experience in scientific inquiry, recognition of unifying themes that integrate the major topics of biology, and the application of biological knowledge and critical thinking to environmental and social concerns. This course is designed to prepare students for the Biology College Board Advanced Placement Exam. Please understand that YOU, way more than I, will determine your success in this course. The course goes at a rapid pace for the whole year and nothing less than your full attention will be needed to keep your head above water.  
Prerequisites - Junior or senior standing only. Successful completion of one year of the following courses: Biolog with an “A” or Honors Biology with a “B” or better, and Chemistry with a “B” or better. 

Required Course Materials - three ring binder, lined loose leaf paper, one ruled composition notebooks (100 pages, 9 3/4” x 7 1/2”), graph paper, pens, pencils, highlighters, colored pencils (8 pkg.) and a calculator. 

The AP Biology Curriculum Framework includes four “Big Ideas.”

Big Idea I: The process of evolution drives the diversity and unity of life.

Big Idea II: Biological systems utilize free energy and molecular building blocks to grow,

                   reproduce, and to maintain dynamic homeostasis

Big Idea III: Living systems store, retrieve, transmit, and respond to information

                    essential to life processes.

Big Ideal IV: Biological systems interact, and these systems and their interactions

                      possess complex properties
The Investigative Laboratory Component

The laboratory component of this course is inquiry based. There are 13 AP biology lab activities.

This class will conduct a minimum of 5 of those on Saturday’s while preparing for all 13. Students are expected to read labs in advance to understand the skills required in each lab.

OHS Student Requirements

A. OHS’s attendance policy will be strictly enforced.  Please see the policy statement (given at registration and back-to-school night) for details.  You need to be here every day in order to be successful.
B. All assignments are due at the beginning of class on their due date. If work is late (unexcused), 50% will be taken off the final score for that assignment.  3 calendar days after the due date, late work will no longer be accepted.
C. Make-up work for excused or prearranged absences is the student’s responsibility to get from the instructor.  I will not come and find you about make-up work.  All work is due within three days of returning to school.  With prearranged absences it is the student’s responsibility to turn in any assignments before leaving school unless otherwise arranged.  Any unexcused absences will not be able to make-up missed assignments.  Please see my Canvas page for assignments and additional resources.
D. Any student caught cheating will receive “0” credit for that particular assignment, and will result in a parent/guardian meeting. (Don’t Cheat!!!

E. Dress code, and the policy of no electronic devices (CELL PHONES, I-Pods, etc…) will be Strictly Enforced!!
Grading Procedures: 
Everyone has the ability to earn an “A” if the effort and desire is there. The following scale will be used to determine student’s grades. 

Assignments=__33%___

Exams=_34%_

Labs=_33%____
	A  = 100-90%
	D= 69-60%

	B= 89-80%
	F= Less than 60%

	C= 79-70%
	


Miscellaneous items required for this class:
A. Lab Fee of $25 paid to the bookstore.  You will be expected to attend at least 5 Saturday labs.  You will need to bring me a receipt showing your waiver or payment by September 9th (unless otherwise arranged); this will go on your grade.
B. Writing object and a 3 ring binder  

Please return the attached form with student and parent or guardian signature.  Keep the syllabus in your binder for future reference.
________________________________________________________________

Read, sign, and return:

I have read the disclosure for the AP Biology course at Ogden High School and agree with the information within it.

Parent/ Guardian __________________________________  Date  _________

Student __________________________________________  Date _________
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